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Like a fine wine, it takes special
ingredients to create a classic motorcycle.
Kawasaki introduced the 21 in 1973 and
performance records have been regularly
established and shattered since . The Z1
set more than fifty land speed and
endurance records while still in its infancy.
Through the years, it's legend has grown to
the point that motorcyclists of every type
regard it as a classic in the true sense of
the word.

Heart-stopping power, f unctional styling
and a liveability uncommon to most
superbikes made the 21 an international
success. As its fame and popularity grew,
Kawasaki realized that the man whom the
original Z1 was designed for now rode the
same machine as the tourer, commuter,
and weekend rider. The enthusiast and his
appreciation for fine motorcycles had
inf luenced other motorcycle users; the 21
was as f unctional for limited uses as it was
for the demands made by serious riders.

With the introduction of the first Z1 ,

Kawasaki made a policy statement. The 21
represented Kawasaki's recognition of
motorcycling's nucleus, the enthusiast.

Kawasaki has renewed its enthusiast
pledge with the introduction of the K2900
LTD, a limited version of Kawasaki's
modern classic. The LTD stands as
another policy statement to enthusiasts
everywhere reaffi rming Kawasaki's
appreciation of their needs.

The LTD represents more than just a
motorcycle. lt is Kawasaki's mechanical
expression of that feeling known only by a
special few. lt's present when the green
flag drops at Daytona, at San Jose amidst
the roar of the crowd and the thunder of the
straightaway rush, at California's
Saddleback Park as that first wave of riders
crests the downhill. lt's a feeling of
involvement. A feeling of motorcycles. The
LTD cannot be reserved for occasional
use. lt's an enthusiast's machine.
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Although the legendary
Kawasaki motor and power
train remain, cosmetic changes
and f unctional improvements
have been added to give the
K2900 additional appeal and
rider comfort.

Disc brakes f ront and rear
highlight the LTD's functional
good looks. The f ront assembly
features i ncreased d iameter
tandem discs. The rear wheel
disc is accompanied by a newly
des ig ned chain g uard .

Goodyear Eagle tires mounted
on Morris Magnesium rims give

the LTD a performance look
that lives up to the performance
delivery of the 903cc engine and
f ive speed transmission.

The subtle roar of the K2900
powerplant has been modif ied.
Dan Gurney, of car racing fame,
developed a special
two-i nto-one col lector system
especially for the LTD. The
result is a unique and
stimulating exhaust note with
better exhaust cl earance.

The LTD ride is smoother due to
suspension changes in the
f ront and rear. Boge shocks
especially developed f or the
K2900 are standard on the LTD.
Coupled with the custom seat,
the LTD swallows up the open
highway with maximum rider
comfort.

Cosmetically, the LTD features:
re-styled side-covers and f uel
tank, a shorter f ront fender,
re-styled rear fender and deck,
shorter turn-signal mounting

brackets, new vibration f ree
mirrors on a shorter steffi,
different headlight housing and
mounting bracket, and chrome
instrument housing.

Cycle mag azine called the
K2900 the "King". Enthusiasts
the world over agree. On the
race track, city street , and open
road, the Kawasaki K2900
proved itself to be the sort of
motorcycle Americans need
and want. The K2900 LTD takes
that idea one step f urther. The
King now becomes the most
elegant sports motorcycle of
them all.
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Kawasaki is a company involved with

consumer concerns. The Kawasaki K2400
was designed specifically with the

commuter in mind. Designed by
Americans for use in American traffic the
K2400 provides commuters with reliable
and economic transportation, while still

providing an enjoyable motorcycle
experience.

With the introduction of the K2900 LTD
Kawasaki is again building a motorcycle

with a specific purpose in mind. The
familiar 903 cc power-plant remains, but

its breathing has been improved. Kawasaki
asked motorcycle enthusiast and some-
time car driver Dan Gurney to design an

exhaust system with good looks and
precision engineering. The LTD features

Gu rney's two-into-one col lector.

From our exploits around Daytona, Laguna
Seca, Road Atlanta, lmola, Paul Ricard

and the rest of the international racing
circuit, we determined tires and wheels

were part of the winning recipe. Goodyear
Eagle tires and Morris magnesium wheels

are featured on the LTD as they were on
the H2 and KR750.

With adequate power, a "notice-serving"
exhaust system and sure footed traction

established, Kawasaki asked other experts
what they felt American riders would need

and ask for. Better styling demands
resulted in a lustrous paint scheme,

restyled tank, side cover, rear deck and
striping. With these changes in mind, the

final modifications were obvious. lf the
enthusiast had a machine such as this he

would ride it whenever possible, for as long
as possible. That meant long hours in the
saddle. A new seat for the LTD along with

modif ied suspension became the f inal
ing redients.

The LTD is truly an expression of American
motorcycling. lt represents alterations in a

proven idea suggested by people who know
through experience. The LTD is the result

of bench racing comments, of after dinner
ideas, of ''letters-to-the-editors", and

phone calls to Kawasaki. lt is a response to
the man in Florida, the college student in
Vermont, and the f ree spirit in California.

Some manufacturing trends are dictated by
computer tables and marketing formulas.

The K2900 LTD is the f ruition of the
thousands of ideas and comments made by

American motorcyclists about the Z1 .

Kawasaki listened and the LTD is our
response.




